EMBO Science & Society
Programme —
Bringing the life sciences and
society closer.
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What proportion of people are
studying science these days?

2000 figures

Proportion of science graduates to total graduates in all subjects:
EU-15: 11.9%

USA: 8.2%

Japan: 2.3%

2003 figures

Proportion of science graduates to total graduates in all subjects:
EU-25: 11.0% (top: Ireland 18.0% ; bottom Hungary 2.9%)
USA: 10.6%

Japan: 3.0%

~ (Turkey probably around 15%)
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From molecular biology
and biotechnology...
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to nano-biotechnology




our work covers 3 broad areas...

Promoting and
rewarding
communication

. Scientific
Promoting : . :
: input into policy-
molecular biology making
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e International education workshops

Award for Communication in the Life Sciences

* Writing prize for young life scientists

Media workshops

Genes
&
Behaviour

e Special sessions on Science & Society

Focus meetings producing policy advice

EMBO e Small grants scheme




EMBO/EMBL joint conferences
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EMBQO’s European Network
for Biology Education
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Science for policy
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Revision of the EC directive on

the welfare of research animals

An advance briefing

« The European Drecive 24E00EEC on the prote dion
of animaks used for axpanmental and othar sckentifc purposes
I arrently undar redow.

wny;moowddurgvum ;rcmot-n 3R of epen-

and the cdra administrative ammdlcal budantor
and animal broadars that coud resut.
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on md
serws malnly 2e a brikeing for academic reseer ,.w!m the

am of encouraging them to become more Ivoieed Inthe polbical
wrondng the Drective ravision.
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its revision

The Directive sats minimum skandards for animal housing and
care, traning of anired hending perscond and supervksion of
coperimants It dlso promotes the redudion In numbers of
rezaarch animaks by encoursging the davelopmant and valdaticn
of altermative methock. Howewat ks wordng kawes It open to
dfferont Interprotations, and & doas not ey menton
the s and cthical raview processes, of require the compulscry
author sation of all epenments

Many coun¥rias In Europe alraady apply stricter regulatione
than the arrent Directia stipuatas, but thera |5 much varation.
Updating the directive wil help o standard za national legkdstion
and hermonise the condbore applyng to animal rescer ch across
the European Urfon

Tha redsion |s cepected to foaus strongly on Imerovw ments
Inanimal wellare prostsd one and the promotion of dtemathe
techniques. It will probably specicaly address condtions
for armal Lesa In new rasear ch methods post-dating the ognal
Diractive (eg, transgenics, xenotransplantation and doning
resaarch) and experiments on highty sentiant ardmals, e.g. non-
humen primates.

The revision process

Afrstdraftof the revised Drective |5 Tty to appear carfy In
2006. & Wil ba basad on arewers ghan toa "hought starter”
Ezued to a Technicdl Expert Working Group 0 2008.The process
wil progress as ol ows:

z @y ame

CaTENSIN PSS e At
I smm a
4. 18 Gy

19 STONGT FRTETEN o COUncl o MmN

0. 2Rl Lasonen ¢ o v2madng s comol
% tes‘“{w

"o:lzm CaTIrSe

WM( csipeana
1 ]
roposal spproved  proposal dropped

How the revision should be seen

The red=ion peasents researchirs with cpportunitias as well as
challonges It proddes a fresh stimuus for coneldanng cument
practices, e supsncrty of safreguistion over axternad
reguistion and the vl of communicating reseerch and Its
mathods proactively

Moy alme of e revidon are achievabie through axtsting
rezubations. These require egeriments to be done INaccordanco
wih the best arrnt sdentilc inowledge - anarea dready
addressed by Indepencent traning and accrectistion organisa-
thons (o.g. FELASA and AAALAC It Newartheless, the Directia
wilbe revizad, and nationdd laws mustimplement IL It thersfore
pays to axaming some possibke changes that urgently deser
the attention and Input of resaarchirs In partioutar els.
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“Europeanising” Science & Society

*Providing platforms and events for communlcatlon dISCUSSIOH
and exchange g |

*Establishing networks

*Setting models and giving advice
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*Producing and disseminating trustworthy materlals (guides

information, educational resources, policy adv;ce)
|

*Co-ordinating diffused actions to gen%rate a umfled profile
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-Contributing to other events £ ol

-Obtaining a picture of Europe as a wholg’a
I\ diversity g
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Alessandra Bendiscioli - Programme Administrator

Andrew Moore, PhD - Programme Manager




www.embo.org/scisoc/index.html
scisoc@embo.org
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