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‘A more coherent and integrated future 

for European research is finally taking 

shape as private, public and national 

stakeholders come together. With the 

expertise that we have amassed at EUREKA 

and our flexible bottom-up, industry-

focussed approach, we are proud to take 

part in mobilising that future’

Luuk Borg 
Head of the EUREKA Secretariat, Brussels

EUREKA
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It has been over 20 years since EUREKA first championed a new fast and 
flexible approach to supporting technological innovation. With 42% of 
project participants coming from small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
we have continued to highlight the critical role that this business sector plays 
in European industry. 

In the autumn of 2007, after two years of intense negotiations at national and 
EU level, EUREKA launched the Eurostars Programme, specifically dedicated 
to research-performing SMEs. It has sparked the beginning of a new era for 
EUREKA and reinforced our enduring mission to support European industry 
and increase competitiveness in Europe, giving smaller businesses the kick 
start they require to innovate. 

This first edition of the EUREKA Annual Review clearly demonstrates the hard 
work carried out by all the members of our network, who continue to make 
the most of Europe’s strong potential to innovate. EUREKA projects, that 
bring together industry, small businesses and academia, serve as an example 
of our success. The following pages illustrate what has been achieved over the 
last year and highlight some of the projects that have created new markets, 
improved business and enhanced the lives of everyday Europeans. 

We hope you enjoy looking back on the results of 2007.
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EUREKA has long encouraged and stimulated policy-maker 
debate at both EU and member country level in order to boost growth 
and jobs through knowledge. By creating new funding and support 
instruments, harmonising procedures and synchronising national 
funding, it continues to stimulate cross-border collaboration while 
responding to business needs.  

The Italian Chairmanship was delighted to have been instrumental in further 
strengthening and defining the network’s position in the European Research 
Area (ERA) by establishing dialogue and taking concrete action with the European 
Commission on Joint Technology Initiatives (JTIs). 

Aside from creating advances in EU-level joint programmes, we were also proud to 
have witnessed EUREKA’s global individual portfolio grow by 214 projects, with a 
total investment of 345 million euro. Furthermore, investment in 55 new projects 
under EUREKA Clusters MEDEA+, ITEA2, CELTIC and EURIPIDES totalled 1.054 billion 
euro. Two microelectronic Cluster projects alone attracted 284 million euro. 

On a less strategic level, we also successfully developed a Virtual Innovation 
Broker Website, giving visitors an online research facility to access the EUREKA 
and Italian Research Council’s research project databases. 

As a team we effectively laid down the groundwork for the Slovenian Chairmanship 
and helped form the basis to build a stronger network supporting European 
industry. 

By pooling resources with its member countries and the 
Commission, EUREKA is galvanising its position as the first 
European network for research-performing businesses in Europe

Professor Fabio Pistella
Former Chairman of EUREKA’s Italian Chairmanship 
(July 2006 – June 2007)
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BUILDING an internal market for researchers will help make Europe 
the most competitive knowledge-based economy. With its wide network and 
experience, EUREKA is already a strong player in the field of research and has the 
potential to further increase European competitiveness, becoming a key player 
within the ERA.

In the first months of our Chairmanship year, we responded to the European Commission’s 
Green Paper on the ERA, emphasising the central role of business in R&D as a knowledge 
generator and user. We also focused on the importance of a greater interaction between 
intergovernmental initiatives and the necessity of fostering public-private partnerships.

In an increasingly competitive world, Europe needs to support the SME market. They provide 75 
million jobs and account for 99% of all businesses and therefore play a crucial role increasing 
European growth and jobs. The announcement of the Eurostars Programme in October 
2007, sparked the beginning of a new era as the programme hopes to bring a new level of 
cooperation and integration between Community and national research programmes.

Eurostars is a powerful illustration of the ERA in action, responding to the specific needs 
of SMEs. Synchronising and harmonising funding so this important niche-market has the 
necessary support to undertake often high-risk projects.

Ambition and enthusiasm have been the driving force for our country 
in the past and have certainly played a role during our EUREKA 

Chairmanship year. We are proud to contribute to a more integrated 
and coherent future for the European research sector  

Aleš Mihelič
High Level Group Chairman,  

EUREKA Slovenian Chairmanship  
(July 2007-June 2008)
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DID YOU KNOW?

Over 26 billion euro of public and private funding 
has been mobilised to support research and 
development (R&D) carried out within the EUREKA 
framework. On-going projects are attracting 
investment of some 4 billion euro.

So far, EUREKA has involved 13,289 partners 
from industry, the majority from SMEs, as well 
as research centres, universities and national 
administrations.

> 	 2125 individual projects completed for a 
budget of more than 16,5 billion euro.

> 	 235 Cluster projects completed for a budget 
of of 5,5 billion euro.
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THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS
Projects are what make EUREKA’s success. Results stemming from these projects 
are all around us and, in many cases, they are part of our everyday life. 

GSM mobile technology, car-navigation systems, smartcards to support mobile and 
electronic commerce, special effects software for cinema, state-of-the-art medical devices 
and technologies to monitor and limit environmental pollution are just a few projects that 
reflect the added-value of our approach. 

EUREKA believes that business knows best. Project participants are encouraged to decide the 
way their project comes together and evolves, from the ‘bottom up’. Being fast and flexible 
is the most effective way for innovation to reach the market. Published online, EUREKA’s 
‘success stories’ reflect the strong collaborative nature of projects and the variety of sectors 
they touch while also demonstrating Europe’s potential for technological innovation.
 

Here is a selection of success stories published in 2007… 
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A healthier start to a pig’s life
E! 2675 HEALTHY WEANING has developed a plant-based product, given at a specific stage before weaning, 

that stimulates piglets’ digestive tract development, helping them adapt and significantly increase chances 

of successful weaning. The technique should have major cost benefits for pig producers.

Supporting world-leading innovation in paediatrics
E! 3292 MULTI-PATCH has developed a range of products to detect the most frequently observed children’s 

allergies, including milk, corn, soy and house dust mites. Results represent a major success for European 

medical research and development, and a big commercial hit for project partners.

Advanced technologies for fresh-food products
E! 1975 EUROAGRI GREENTEC has worked on improving the conservation of consumer-friendly vegetables. New 

technologies, including edible film wraps, and new methods for processing under modified atmospheres were 

combined with more traditional preservation techniques to improve the quality of ready-to-use products.

Monitoring devices for security and economy
E! 2711 ARTSAFE has developed data collection and communication services for protecting and monitoring 

high-value or hazardous objects. The radio frequency identification (RFID)-based system can be used in 

buildings such as airports, offices and retail outlets, on construction sites and in manufacturing facilities. 

A new era of communication at sea
Thanks to E! 3194 FORCE8 high-speed Internet services, video conferencing and large volumes of data transfer 

can now be accessible to all at sea. The innovation brings together service providers and uses the advances 

in antenna technology to provide this service.

Providing safe sanitation in isolated areas
The spread of bacteria through poor waste management can quickly become fatal in areas of conflict involving 

the displacement of civilians or deployment of soldiers. E! 3105 HYGICLAIR C100 developed a fully mobile, low 

energy, organic waste purification system to address the problem.

Helping trap high-tech criminals
E! 3664 IT FORENSIC developed the world’s fastest hardware-based portable personal computer forensic 

system, able to copy and protect evidence in criminal cases involving computers and digital networks. It 

enables law-enforcement agencies to tackle high-tech criminals faster and more effectively.

Better concrete for better buildings
A new generation of versatile, ultra high-performance concrete materials developed by E! 2829 

INNOCONCRETE allows civil engineers, architects, manufacturers of pre-cast concrete and even furniture 

designers to produce structures and components that are durable, lighter in weight and more elegant in 

design.
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Introducing innovative furniture design for seniors
Working with glass fibre and wood lamella, E! 3120 SPECIFURN developed strong and stable yet delicate structures 

that are lightweight, ergonomic and easy to handle. The project took a coherent approach to a complex series 

of problems associated with the aged.

Feeling the earth move 
E! 2579 GEODETECT has developed an effective and totally novel product for detecting soil subsidence. Optical 

fibres are embedded in a composite ‘geotextile’ to make a layer which can be built into structures where earth 

subsidence is critical or in regions where subsidence is likely.

Cleaner heat without the burn, for industries worldwide
The hazardous manual cleaning of heavily clogged boiler pipes can become a thing of the past, thanks to a 

microprocessor-controlled pipe cleaning attachment developed by E! 3237 APCS. It offers industry far lower-cost 

boiler solutions for heavy-duty applications.

Boosting industrial quality control
E! 3455 FACTORY MONITORING SYSTEM has developed an innovative and easy-to-use multi-channel measuring 

and monitoring system for industrial quality control. Equipment is able to work with most commercially available 

sensors and is already starting to find applications in the chemical, pharmaceutical and automotive industries.

Smart sound insulation leads to greener cars
Results stemming from E! 2411 ERTAC are successfully helping to reduce car weight and fuel consumption, 

limiting carbon dioxide emissions without diminishing overall safety, performance or comfort of the vehicle. 

Participants developed a simulation technique to predict material behaviour for lighter sound insulation.

Improving rail freight transport management 
E! 3161 LOGCHAIN+ E_RAILMAP has created an electronic map of the European railway network. Maps can be 

displayed via both desktop-based and Internet-based computer applications, incorporating links between graphic 

symbols and other regularly updated information, including text.

Rotary engine technology takes off in general aviation
E! 2743 KERO project is driving key Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) certification for Wankel rotary engines in 

general aviation. Advantages include excellent reliability as there are few moving parts, a high power-to-weight 

ratio, compactness and smooth running compared with conventional piston engines. Moreover, the engine will 

run on widely available jet fuel.

Read more success stories by visiting http://www.eureka.be/successStory
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Viva Italia!
Beautiful locations, classical architecture and delicious food and 
wine are just some of the memories that can be drawn from Italy’s 
tenure of EUREKA. However, it is not only about putting on a good 
show, the Italian team also contributed to strengthening EUREKA’s 
existing ties with the European institutions and showed record-
breaking results in project generation.

During the first network meeting in Como, EUREKA endorsed 70 
projects, the highest number of innovative projects ever recorded 
for a first network meeting and in one Chairmanship. There was 
also an increase in Cluster project generation, both in terms of the 
number of projects and their budget, with a total of 55 projects 
worth 1054 million euro. Innovative projects also fared well, 
generating 214 individual projects worth some 344 million euro.
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We also wanted to draft a thorough evaluation of EUREKA’s project portfolio, 
positioning the network within the European landscape and looking at how 
changes in the research sector have been taken into account over the last twenty 
years. 

Aldo Covello 
 NPC Chairman

Europe faces new challenges if it wants to grow and become more competitive. The 
Italian Chairmanship initiated discussions on defining a new strategy for EUREKA 
which will contribute to strengthening Europe’s global economic position.

Francesco Jovane 
HLG Chairman

The Virtual Innovation Broker is an excellent instrument. It not only makes use of 
EUREKA for project generation but also creates advanced tool for deploying the 
culture of innovation available within the EUREKA member countries. 

Luigi Lombardi 
Head of the Italian Chairmanship office
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. In dignissim 
libero quis metus. Sed consequat massa vel tellus. Vestibulum 
eleifend risus at erat. Vivamus augue augue, tempus quis, viverra 
non, suscipit vel, metus. Nunc non erat ac mauris egestas vulputate. 
Nulla facilisi. Nunc ut diam. Nam eu massa. Maecenas tortor. Aenean 
tempus rhoncus justo. Donec id eros eu turpis hendrerit ornare. 
Donec varius lorem et ligula. Etiam egestas, risus quis hendrerit 
elementum, turpis purus dictum arcu, a aliquet est ante in pede. 
Vivamus lacinia, turpis ut molestie pulvinar, est nulla laoreet odio, eu 
ultricies dui risus a est. Donec luctus augue eu augue. Cras dictum 
ipsum at diam eleifend gravida. Maecenas interdum ultricies quam. 
In pede. Donec tempus.
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Left to right: Francesco Paolucci, Italian High 
Level Representative Francesco Jovane and Head 
of the EUREKA Secretariat Michel Vieillefosse 
attend the HLG meeting in Catania, Sicily

Lynx and Lillehammer award winners receive 
their prizes at the meetings in Rome

Discussions at the NPC meeting in Catania

A sunny conference room at the network 
meetings in Rome, where the last network 
meetings of the Italian Chairmanship took 
place

Michel Vieillefosse presents project results at 
the NPC meeting

Taking notes at the meetings in Venice
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NETWORK MEETINGS
EUREKA Italian Chairmanship 

NPC1 and HLG1			   NPC3 and HLG3
17-19 October 2006			  17-19 April 2007
Como					    Venice

NPC2 and HLG2			   NPC4 and HLG4
23-25 January 2007			   12-14 June 2007
Catania				    Rome
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Taking a well-deserved break outdoors

Tasting Sicilian delicacies in Catania



EUREKA 
review 20

07

EUREKA
review 20

07

/ 15

AND THE WINNER IS...
Besides supporting European technological innovation, EUREKA also 
recognises and rewards its project participants for their contribution to 
increasing European competitiveness and improving the environment.

2o 7

The Lynx Award provided us with 
recognition for our success and helped 
us in all our marketing, as well as 
in communications with the public 
authorities in our country. EUREKA 
labelling also enabled us to put together 
the consortium faster
Christian Val
CEO, 3D Plus
France

The technology developed will facilitate 
new oil field development in deeper and 
more remote areas. Without EUREKA, 
finding funds for the project would have 
been difficult as we literally had to build a  
1:1 scale separator in our test lab
Toine Hendriks
Senior process engineer, CDS Engineering 
The Netherlands

PIDEA WALPACK
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07The annual EUREKA Lynx Award highlights innovative SMEs whose growth is linked to technological, 
financial and commercial achievements obtained by participating in a EUREKA project. Every year, 
the Lillehammer Award is also presented to participants involved in a project that has developed 
sustainable solutions to waste and pollution problems.

In 2007, French SME 3D Plus received the EUREKA Lynx Award for setting up the highly successful 
WALPACK project. Alongside French and Polish processing and test equipment manufacturers, 
potential customers and research institutes, the company developed high-density, 3D chip-stacking 
technology for cost-effective system-in-package devices.

2o 7
E! 3040 SUBSEA SEPARATOR

Following the EUREKA project, 3D Plus signed an agreement with NXP, formerly Philips Semiconductors, 
that now manufactures modules for 3D Plus as well as its own applications. Even before the end of the 
project, 3D Plus attracted interest from the USA for biomedical devices; in 2004, it received a 250,000 
euro order for an implantable muscle micro stimulator. And it is developing high-capacity smart cards 
for a market with a major potential consumption of 400 million cards a year.

Dutch and Norwegian project E! 3040 SUBSEA SEPARATOR was granted the Lillehammer Award for 
developing compact subsea processing equipment that promises better use of increasingly scarce 
resources and is set to improve the economics of offshore oil and gas production. The outcome has 
resulted in the world’s first subsea separating system for oil, water and sand.
Supplied by FMC Technologies, it was installed in the Norwegian Statoil Tordis field in the North Sea.
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SMALL COUNTRY  
BIG AMBITION
In July 2007, it was the turn of Slovenia to take over Chairmanship of EUREKA. It was 
the first time the country chaired the network since it became a member in 1994. 
Its size was definitively not an obstacle to achieving high objectives. Enthusiasm 
played an important part in drafting an ambitious programme that focuses on 
defining and strengthening EUREKA’s position within the European Research 
Area (ERA), building on established EU relations and expanding the network’s 
geographical boundaries to the Western Balkans. Better support for research-
performing SMEs is also a priority, harmonising procedures and synchronising 
funding to create an even stronger instrument for European innovation.

The Chairmanship is a very important opportunity for the country itself. 
Information on projects is not always sufficiently communicated nationally or 
exploited to make it attractive to business. Improving and increasing EUREKA 
project visibility will automatically affect future project generation. Promoting 
EUREKA project results is one of the core objectives the Chairmanship wanted 
to start work on achieving straight away. From the first network meeting in 
Maribor, an exhibition was put together showcasing recent project results. The 
aim is to put results at the centre stage of each meeting and provide the online 
resources for continuing to do so in the future. By going back to basics, Slovenia 
will contribute to promoting research and increase European competitiveness.  
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Our ambition is to combine the advantages of the EUREKA 
Chairmanship and the Slovenian Presidency of the EU (from 
January 2008) along with the cooperation with the EUREKA 
network and the European Commission, making a significant 
contribution to European research policies
 
Aleš Mihelič
High Level Group Chairman

Slovenia wishes to be recognised as a knowledge-based 
society and is conscious of the great importance and value 
of knowledge. Science is one of the areas in which it excels, 
competing equally in international research projects with 
other countries
 
Mojca Kucler Dolinar
Slovenian Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology

www.eureka-chair.si
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Arts and crafts demonstration at Maribor Castle

Traditional Slovenian music

Head of the Secretariat Luuk Borg presents the 
project portfolio at the first Slovenian network 
meetings in Maribor

Chairman Gabrielle Marquette presents the latest 
news from EUROGIA, EUREKA’s Cluster focusing 
on energy

Bilateral meetings are an excellent opportunity 
for National Project Coordinators from EUREKA 
Member countries to talk about project progress

HLG Chairman Aleš Miheliččtalks to the network

The second network meetings took place at the 
Hotel Golf in the Slovenian town of Bled

Among its priorities, the Slovenian Chairmanship 
aims to promote EUREKA project success by staging 
regular poster exhibitions that reflect European 
innovation
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www.eureka-chair.si

EUREKA 
review 20

07

NETWORK 
MEETINGS
EUREKA Slovenian Chairmanship 

NPC1 and HLG1		  NPC1 and HLG1
24-26 October 2007		 23-25 January 2008
Maribor			   Bled

Visiting a local wine cellar in Slovenia

Technological visit to the Mariborski Otok Hydro-
Power Plant and Control Centre, located on the 
river Drava in Slovenia

The Slovenian Chairmanship team sit down to eat 
at one of the evening dinners organised after the 
meeting sessions

Time for a team photo before the NPC meeting 
starts in Bled
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EUREKA TAKES  
TO THE STAGE
Behind all the policy and negotiations, EUREKA is driven by its 
projects. These results have formed the basis of the promotional 
activities EUREKA was involved in over 2007. Examples of innovative 
technology took centre stage in March at the European Business 
Summit event and during an exhibition at the European Parliament 
in Brussels.
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EUREKA TALKS 
BUSINESS
SMEs were the focus of discussions during one of the workshops at the 
2007 European Business Summit. This time around, the event focused on 
‘Reform to perform: Europe is our business’ and coincided with the 50th 
anniversary of the Rome Treaty. Luuk Borg was met with enthusiasm as 
he took to the floor to present the latest news on Eurostars, the Article 
169 initiative focusing on funding for R&D-performing SMEs. He stressed 
the vital role this niche-market of businesses play in developing future 
European competitiveness and productivity.

‘Many SMEs invest a considerable amount of time and money in R&D 
activities. However, public support is often low, limiting potential 
market. They want speed and simplicity and this is the challenge we 
have to meet. There is a need for predictable procedures, short lead 
times and guaranteed funding,’ he insisted. 

On the Commission side of the discussion, Dr. Zoran Stančič, Deputy 
Director General for DG Research agreed on the importance of making 
the Seventh Framework Programme more attractive to SMEs and 
that the priorities of the programme reflected the needs of industry. 
‘We need to support SMEs to develop common standards and solve 
technological problems and enlarge the range of support elements,’ he 
added.
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 The EU’s single market must be adapted to the realities of the 
21st century if it is to respond to the challenges of increasing 
global competition, energy dependence, climate change 
and ageing populations. We must make markets function 
smoothly for Europe’s citizens, consumers and businesses.

José Manuel Barroso
President of the European Commission

© Triptyque
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Looking at the 
future of European 
innovation
EUREKA was proud to showcase its success in contributing to European 
innovation during an exhibition at the European Parliament, sponsored 
by Italian MEP Vittorio Prodi. Representatives from the network and 
project participants were brought together to demonstrate EUREKA’s 
strength in supporting research and development in Europe. The 
projects on show reflected the variety of technological areas in which 
EUREKA excels, widening possibilities for SMEs and research institutes 
applying for projects.

Representatives from EUREKA’s Clusters were onsite to demonstrate 
their results and give visitors the chance to get a first-hand impression 
of products in diverse technological areas that have an impact on 
the everyday European. CELTIC, that focuses on telecommunications, 
presented its most recent achievements including the CELTIC FIDELITY 
project which has created an identity authentication system. ITEA2 was 
there to reveal the latest in software intensive systems and services 
including the ITEA 050024 SMARTOUCH project. MEDEA+, EUREKA’s 
Cluster in microelectronics and embedded software, demonstrated 
projects including 2006 Pierre Noblanc Award winner MEDEA+ A406 
PICS which has developed high-resolution complementary metal oxide 
semiconductor sensors and versatile image-processing algorithms to 
boost car safety.
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EUREKA’s projects reflect the capacity Europe has to produce 
innovative technology. It is attractive to SMEs and plays 
a significant role in supporting European R&D and high-
performing SMEs in particular. It is the ideal framework 
for trans-national collaboration, working to increase 
competitiveness and productivity in Europe

Vittorio Prodi
Italian MEP
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> Irish MEP Avril Doyle sponsored EUREKA’s Parliament working 
lunch, a chance to examine the programme’s contribution to 
European R&D and its involvement in FP7 initiatives.

> The working lunch also enabled EUREKA’s Cluster 
representatives to catch up on project matters.

> Eurobio 2007: Luuk Borg meets former European Research 
Commissioner Philippe Busquin.

> Many discussions focused on topics that affect everyday 
Europeans, including sustainable solutions for energy resources.

> A bright welcome to visitors attending the first 
EUREKATOURISM brokerage event in Chiclana, Spain.

> Presentations at the EUREKATOURISM brokerage event 
focused on innovations in the European tourism industry.
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> Slovenian HLR Aleš Mihelič and Commissioner for Science and 
Research Janez Potočnik unveil the Eurostars painting.

> Panel members talk to the press after the launch.

> EUREKA organised a breakfast reception for the launch of the 
Eurostars Programme for research-performing SMEs. 

> EBS 2007: Janez Potočnik and MEDEA+ Chairman Jozef Cornu 
talk research and business.

> Crowds gather at the EUREKA stand at Eurobio 2007 in Lille, 
France - an event that brings together bioscience and bio-
industrial stakeholders from Europe and across the globe. 

> A welcome drink at the EUREKA stand.
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> Outside meeting times, visitors manage a moment to exchange 
ideas for starting potential tourism projects. 

> The first EUREKA-COST twin event on aquaculture was an excellent 
opportunity to develop collaboration in this important sector.

> A conference session at the EURIPIDES Forum in Versailles. 
A recent merger between two Clusters, PIDEA and EURIMUS, 
EURIPIDES focuses on developing the latest smart system 
technology. 

> Pol van den Bergen, from Innofisk, welcomes guests 
at the EUREKA-COST twin event on aquaculture. 
This EUREKA Umbrella supports projects relating to 
European fishery innovation.
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> Members of the EUREKA network arrive at the 
Eurostars launch, which took place at the International 
Press Centre Residence Palace, Brussels.

> Team EURIPIDES poses for a picture at the Cluster’s first forum.

> Austrian EUREKA representatives were present 
at Viennano07, the country’s international 
conference on micro- and nanotechnology.

> Irish MEP Avril Doyle sums up the topics discussed at 
the working lunch.

> The Italian team at the European Parliament in Brussels.
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Next generation 
telecommunications
The 2007 edition of the CELTIC Forum in Berlin provided a glimpse of the future 
of telecommunications. Peter Möckel, Managing Director of Deutsche Telekom 
Laboratories, stressed the importance of collaborative R&D for Deutshche 
Telekom and showed how results from collaborative European projects, such 
as CELTIC VIDIOS, are supporting the company’s development of services and 
products. ‘CELTIC is the ideal programme to close the gap between short-term 
product development and long-term research,’ he said.

Another keynote speech by Dr. Volkmar Dietz, Head of the Communications 
Technologies division at BMBF, the German Ministry of Education and Research, 
communicated an outlook on the new German research programme ICT 2020. 
This hopes to strengthen the European orientation and the importance of 
telecommunications in German ICT research. 

In the parallel exhibition, 17 CELTIC projects presented their results. At the 
CELTIC information day, a number of challenging new project ideas were 
presented. Several project partners were given the opportunity to network and 
find additional companies to join a possible consortium.
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The event provided an excellent opportunity to show the 
state-of-the art of telecommunications. It showed that 
there is a development towards integrated next-generation 
telecommunications and multimedia systems for seamless 
use across mobile and fixed networks.

José Jimenez
Chairman CELTIC 

www.celtic-initiative.org
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MEDEA+ Forum 2007
In the rapidly changing global industrial landscape, Europe’s high-tech industry is 
exposed to ever-increasing technological, economical and societal challenges.

‘MEDEA+ is perfectly in line with the planning,’ commented Jozef Cornu, Chairman 
of the Cluster. ‘It has delivered important results in applications ranging from 
wireless communications to smart cards and automotive electronics, helping 
European industry to maintain leading positions in these strategic global industries. 
These results are a tribute to efficient culture and infrastructure of cooperation 
developed by MEDEA+ and the preceding MEDEA and JESSI programmes.’

Out of the 77 labelled MEDEA+ projects, representing about 20 000 person-years, 
some 48 projects have already been successfully completed and another 9 projects 
will finish at year end, while another 20 projects will continue in 2008 or even 
beyond. Currently, 465 partner organisations from 22 countries are involved in 
project consortia and the trans-national nature of MEDEA+ is illustrated by the 
fact that, on average, partners for a project come from five different countries. 

Cornu also highlighted the new EUREKA strategic initiative, called CATRENE, 
“Cluster for Application and Technology Research in Europe on Nanoelectronics”, 
launched on October 25, 2007. This Cluster programme embodies the ambition 
of Europe and its companies to deliver nano- and microelectronics solutions that 
address different societal problems.

www.medeaplus.org

We are concentrating on lead markets, where 

nanoelectronics will make the difference, and CATRENE is 

the research and development programme that will make 

those technology and application developments happen

Jozef Cornu
Chairman MEDEA+
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Taking up  
the nanoelectronic challenge
Rocketing R&D costs for ever smaller electronic devices and the pressures to get products to 
market even faster means Europe has to work together to maintain and increase competitiveness 
and employment in this sector. CATRENE (Cluster for Application and Technology Research in 
Europe on Nanoelectronics) is taking up the challenge of boosting Europe’s strength in micro- and 
nanoelectronics. It is following in the footsteps of the already established and highly successful 
MEDEA+ Cluster for advanced cooperative research and development.

CATRENE is a four-year programme that started on 1 January 2008 and is extendable by another 
four years. Annual resources required will be 4,000 person-years, equalling to about 6 billion euro 
over eight years. The first call is to start in March 2008.

‘The challenge is to increase productivity and reduce time to market,” says Enrico Villa, Chairman 
of CATRENE. It is extremely important to create European leadership in security, safety and energy-
conscious transport, the growing healthcare market, environmental protection, high-quality media 
and entertainment, and integrated communications for both business and consumers. The new 
Cluster is structured to meet these tough technological demands, offering a new approach while 
guarding the high flexibility and efficient organisation found in MEDEA+. It will also embrace all 
key actors in the value chain from applications, technology, materials and equipment suppliers 
to industrial companies, universities and other research institutions, supported by the public 
authorities.

Lighting the way ahead
Lighthouse projects, which form a part of CATRENE, address major socio-

economic needs such as transport, healthcare, security, energy and 

entertainment through focused R&D programmes.

For more information on CATRENE

> visit www.catrene.org           > email medeaplus@medeaplus.org
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ITEA2 Symposium 2007 
ICT in a changing world
The annual ITEA2 (Information Technology for European Advancement) Symposium 
took place in Berlin, Germany on 18 and 19 October 2007. Its theme focused on 
the influence of Information Communication Technology (ICT) on today’s social 
changes in areas such as the ageing population, the digital divide, climate change, 
security and healthcare. The two-day event showcased some of Europe’s most 
important industry-driven ICT initiatives. ITEA2 focuses on pre-competitive 
research in embedded and distributed software-intensive systems and services in 
order to drive innovation in Europe’s key industries.

Activities were centred around a keynote speech from Professor Wolfgang 
Wahlster, from the German Research Centre for Artificial Intelligence, on the 
challenges of software-driven innovations and trends in the ICT sector. Other 
speakers from public authorities, industry and market associations involved 
in ITEA2 also gave their contribution to discussions. Participants from three 
prominent ITEA projects presented their results, including AMEC, ambient 
intelligence in the home, AGILE, a project that aims to make software development 
more efficient, and HD4U, high-definition TV for Europe.

ITEA2 builds on the success of the ITEA programme in the field of embedded and 
distributed software-intensive systems and services. Reaction to the first two 
ITEA2 calls for project proposals reflects the growing interest in this key area from 
a wide range of European industries.
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www.itea2.org

Interest in ITEA2 is growing. A major challenge is to double the 
number of partners, with a target of 800, 50 percent of which 
should be SMEs. Following the first call for projects in 2006, 17 

projects are now in the launch phase or are ongoing

Rudolph Haggenmüller
Chairman ITEA2

www.itea2.org
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A historical location 
for the first EURIPIDES 
Forum
The Palais des Congrès in Versailles was the location for the first EURIPDES Forum, 
EUREKA’s Cluster dedicated to smart systems based on development, integration 
and packaging of microcomponents and MEMs. Over two days, participants 
had the opportunity to meet European representatives from public authorities 
and industry involved in defining and completing projects in the field of smart 
systems integration. The programme reflected the diverse areas in which smart 
systems are used to improve the daily lives of European citizens, implicating the 
transport, medical and security industry sectors. 

EURIPIDES-labelled projects aim to put research results on the market by 
encompassing technological break-points. The Cluster is a merger between 
EURIMUS II (Microsystems) and PIDEA+ (packaging and interconnection). Since 
1998, both EURIMUS and PIDEA have established strong relationships between 
European industry and R&D institutes. In both Clusters, 300 partners from 20 
European countries have collaborated in over 112 projects with a total public-
private investment of almost 663 million euro.
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For the first time, we were able to demonstrate our results 
with a number of presentations and roundtable discussions 
in a variety of areas involving smart systems. The exhibition 

also served as the ideal opportunity to demonstrate our 
results with several success story projects

Gaëtan Menozzi
Chairman EURIPIDES

www.euripides-eureka.eu



EUREKA 
review 20

07

EUREKA
review 20

07

/ 39

EUROGIA completes its 
energy Portfolio
It was in the French town of Grenoble that EUROGIA announced the start of an 
exiting new partnership agreement between this EUREKA energy Cluster and 
the French competitiveness Cluster Tenerrdis, which focuses on new energies. 
Extending its scope of activities will attract new members, partners and countries 
on both sides. 

Managing the world’s energy resources, and exploring alternative new energies 
in the face of growing concern on climate change, is one of the world’s biggest 
challenges. A compromise between economic growth and environmental 
protection is crucial for our future and a closer link needs to be created between 
research, climate change and economic objectives. Europe has resolutely opted 
for a ‘market pull’ approach to bring clean technologies onto the market in the 
short run. However, politicians realise new breakthrough technologies are also 
needed if deeper emission cuts are to be achieved in the long run. Moreover, 
industrialised nations who signed up to the Kyoto Protocol treaty are legally 
bound to reduce worldwide emissions of six greenhouse gases collectively by an 
average of 5.2% below their 1990 levels for 2008-2012.

EUROGIA’s purpose is to initiate fundamental technological developments to 
ensure a better management of fossil fuels leading to a hydrogen economy. 
Complementary to existing European and national programmes, it offers a fast 
route to market growth through industry-led European cooperation. Like EUREKA 
Clusters in other technological areas, it encourages cooperation between large 
and small companies, research institutes and universities, seeking to strengthen 
European competitiveness in key technology areas.
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The added value of this partnership will improve partnership 
creation and reinforce cross-fertilisation between industry 
sectors. It will also improve knowledge on managing energy 
resources in Europe, helping to tackle increasing global demands 
and climate change

Gabriel Marquette
Chairman EUROGIA

www.eurogia.com
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07 Supporting 
the stars of 
tomorrow
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) provide 75 million jobs 
and account for 99% of all businesses in Europe. They therefore 
play a crucial role in the bid to meet the targets of the renewed 
Lisbon partnership for growth and jobs. However, while SMEs are the 
entrepreneurial stars of Europe, they frequently find it difficult to 
obtain the necessary financial support for their high-risk projects.

It has been over 20 years since EUREKA championed a new fast and 
flexible approach to supporting technological innovation. With 
42% of EUREKA project participants coming from SMEs, EUREKA 
continues to highlight the critical role that this business sector 
has to play as drivers of economic growth. Now, after two years of 
intense negotiations at national and EU level, the EUREKA Eurostars 
Programme has been launched, specifically dedicated to this niche 
market area. 
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Leading policymakers, public officers and industry experts gathered in the heart of the 
Brussels’ European quarter to witness the launch of the programme, marking a new 
era for EUREKA and European SMEs. Keynote speakers included Science and Research 
Commissioner Janez Potočnik, EUREKA High Level Group Chairman Aleš Miheliččand 
Emmanuel Leprince of the European Federation of High-Tech SMEs. They spoke on the 
challenges facing them, while exploring ideas on how to accelerate innovation to build a 
stronger knowledge-based European economy.

Eurostars offers a public/private funding package of 800 million euro over six years to 
support high-risk research and development (R&D) projects and transform new ideas into 
successful business. It will offer funding to SMEs with less than 250 employees investing 
at least 10% of their annual turnover in R&D. Activities have to involve multi-partner, 
multinational projects led by SMEs, but the programme is also open to other types of 
participants such as universities, research organisations and large companies. They must 
target market-oriented R&D, aimed at short- to medium-term commercial results.

The programme is managed by the EUREKA Secretariat in Brussels, under the authority 
of the Eurostars High Level Group of representatives of the participating countries. The 
Secretariat will issue calls, receive project proposals, organise evaluation by independent 
experts, manage the financial contributions to the programme, and monitor progress.

More information on Eurostars can be found at www.eurostars-eureka.eu or by contacting 
EUREKA National Project Coordinators.
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Responding to SME needs, the European Commission 
and EUREKA members have established Eurostars, a joint 
programme with 27 EUREKA countries. This is the first 
support and funding programme specifically dedicated 
to this niche sector of the market

Luuk Borg
Head of the EUREKA Secretariat

Eurostars brings a new level of cooperation and 
integration between Community and national 
research programmes, filling the gap that 
existed and using tools that were on our market 
but not used in this combination. It will boost 
R&D-performing SMEs and provides a powerful 
illustration of the European Research Area in action

Janez Potočnik  
Science and Research Commissioner
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This initiative, put forward by EUREKA and the EU 
Community, will support research and development 
performing SMEs in executing market-oriented research 
in transnational projects. Participating Member States go 
beyond the mere coordination of research programmes, 
participating actively in a voluntary integration process 
covering scientific, management and financial aspects

 Aleš Mihelič 
EUREKA High Level Group Chairman

The attraction of Eurostars is that it is designed 
specifically for SMEs involved in research. The 
commission tackles red tape, regulations, standards, 
etc. These are all important, but they are not the 
specific problems of SMEs

Emmanuel Leprince 
European Federation of High-Tech SMEs
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Contributing to 
EU policies
The EUREKA Secretariat has communicated to Research Commissioner Janez Potočnik its 
response on the European Commission’s Green Paper on the European Research Area (ERA). 
It has congratulated the Commission for initiating an important reflection on the future 
development of the ERA. 

Through this position paper, EUREKA emphasises the central role of business in R&D as a 
knowledge generator and user, the importance of greater interaction with intergovernmental 
initiatives and the necessity of fostering public-private partnerships. EUREKA’s role to raise 
the productivity and competitiveness of European industry and national economies, through 
its ‘bottom-up’ approach to technological innovation, is an added-value next to other key R&D 
and innovation initiatives in Europe. 

EUREKA remains a key driver within the European Research Area, especially in those 
technological fields where more intergovernmental coordination and cooperation, based 
on the principle of variable geometry, is needed. EUREKA expressed how it looks forward to 
more exchanges of ideas on those specific issues of the Green Paper which require special 
attention and warrant its direct involvement.

Europe has to foster and support high-value R&D and innovation-based industry in order to 
play a leading role at a global level. The governance roles played by the Commission and EUREKA 
have focused, respectively, on R&D and industrial R&D-based innovation. Coordination and 
synergies will enhance the effectiveness of the overall governance of ERA.
To read EUREKA’s position on the Green Paper visit www.eureka.be
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National PROJECT  
COORDINATORS 

Austria / Mr. Philippe Loward

FFG/EIP / Haus der Forschung, Sensengasse 1

AT > 1090 Vienna

Tel. +43 577 55 4901

Fax +43 577 55 949 01

philippe.loward@ffg.at

Belgium / Mr. Robert Verbruggen
Office of Federal Science Policy (POD
Wetenschapsbeleid, SSP Politique Scientifique)

Rue de la Science, 8

BE > 1000 Brussels

Tel. +32 2 238 3418

Fax +32 2 230 5912

verr@belspo.be

Croatia / Ms. Gordana Prutki Pecnik

Ministry of Science, Education and Sport

Strossmayerov TRG 4

HR > 10000 Zagreb

Tel. +385 1 4594 364

Fax +385 1 4594 369

gpecnik@mzos.hr

Cyprus / Dr. Kalypso Sepou

Research Promotion Foundation

P.O. BOX 23422

CY > 1683 Nicosia

Tel. +357-22 205005

Fax +357-22 205001

kalypso@research.org.cy

Czech Republic / Mr. Josef Martinec
Ministry of Education,Youth and Sports
Dept. of International Cooperation in R&D

Karmelitska 7

CZ > 118 12 Prague 1

Tel. +420 257 193 512

Fax +420 257 193 683

josef.martinec@msmt.cz

Denmark / Mr Jens Vittrup
Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation

Bredgade 40

DK >1260 Copenhagen K

Tel. +45 722 655 18

Fax +45 722 655 79

jpv@fi.dk

Estonia / Mr Urmas Uska
Enterprise of Estonia
International Cooperation Networks

Liivalaia 13/15

EE > 10118 Tallin

Tel. +372 627 9705

urmas.uska@eas.ee

Finland / Ms Kirsi Vaehae-Pietilae
Tekes, Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and 
Innovation

Kyllikinportti 2, Lansi-Pasila

P.O. Box 69

FI > 001 01 Helsinki

Tel.+358 10 605 5730

Fax +358 10 605 5909

kirsi.vaha-pietila@tekes.fi

France / Mr. Remy Renaudin

OSEO

27-31, Avenue du General Leclerc

FR > 94710 Maisons-Alfort Cedex

Tel. +33-1-4179-8498

Fax +33-1-4179-8517

remy.renaudin@eureka.oseo.fr

Germany / Dr. Wolfgang Axmann

EUREKA/COST-Bureau, DLR

Heinrich-Konen-Strasse 1

DE > 53227 Bonn

Tel. +49 228 3821 351

Fax +49 228 3821 353

wolfgang.axmann@dlr.de

Greece / Mr. Ioannis Zavvos
General Secretariat for Research and Technology / 
Ministry of Development

14-18 Messogion Ave

P.O. Box 14631

GR > 15 10 Athens

Tel. +30 210 771 3474

Fax +30 210 771 3810

jzav@gsrt.gr

Hungary / Ms. Szonja Csuzdi
National Office for Research and Technology (NKTH) /
Department of EU & Multilateral Relations

Neumann Janos str. 1/c

HU > 1117 Budapest

Tel. +36 1 484 25 60

Fax +36 1 318 71 98

szonja.csuzdi@nkth.gov.hu

Iceland / Mr. Snaebjoern Kristjansson

The Icelandic Centre for Research

Laugavegur 13

IS > 101 Reykjavik

Tel. +354 515 5814

Fax +354 552 9814

skr@rannis.is

Ireland / Ms Jackie Golden

Enterprise Ireland

Glasnevin

IE > Dublin 9

Tel. +353 18 08 23 72

Fax +353 18 37 01 78

Jackie.golden@enterprise-ireland.com

Israel / Mr Israel Shamay

Israeli Industry Centre for R&D - MATIMOP

Industry House, 29 Hamered Street

P.O. Box 50364

IL > 61500 Tel Aviv

Tel. +972 3 511 81 00

Fax +972 3 517 76 55

i_shamay@matimop.org.il

Italy / Mr. Luigi Lombardi

E.N.E.A.

Piazza J.F. Kennedy 20

IT > 00144 Roma

Tel. +39 06 9772 6469

Fax +39 06 5849 6475

luigi.lombardi@miur.it

Latvia / Dr. Ilze Beverte

Latvian Technological Centre

Aizkraukles Street 21-325

LV > 1006 Riga

Tel. +371 7 558 744

Fax +371 7 550 127

beverte@edi.lv

Lithuania / Ms. Birute Bukauskaite
Agency for International Science and 
Technology Development Programmes

A. Gostauto str. 12 - 219

LT > 01108 Vilnius

Tel. +370-5-2644-708

Fax +370-5-2312-292

birute@ktl.mii.lt

Luxembourg / Mr. Gilles Schlesser
Luxinnovation GieNational Agency for 
Innovation and Research

7, rue Alcide de Gasperi

LU > 1615 Luxembourg-Kirchberg

Tel. +352 43 62 63-1

Fax +352 43 81 20

gilles.schlesser@luxinnovation.lu

CONTACTS
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Malta / Mr Evan Stringos
Malta Enterprise / Enterprise Support and 
Innovation

San Gwann Industrial Estate

MT > SGN 09

Tel. +356 2542 3419

Fax +356 2542 3401

eureka@maltaenterprise.com

Monaco / Mr. Francois-Xavier Le Clerc

12, quai Antoine 1er

MC > 98000 Monaco

Tel. +377 98 98 19 20

Fax +377 98 98 84 26

FLECLERC@gouv.mc

The Netherlands / Mr. Taake Manning

SenterNovem

Juliana van Stolberglaan, 3

P.O Box 93144

NL > 2509 AC Den Haag

Tel. +31 70 373 55 34

Fax +31 70 373 53 55

t.manning@senternovem.nl

Norway / Mr. Bjoern Henriksen

The Research Council of Norway

Stensberggaten 26

P.O. Box 2700 St. Hanshaugen

NO > 0131 Oslo

Tel. +47 22 03 72 11

Fax +47 22 03 70 01

bhe@rcn.no

Poland / Mr. Jerzy Tokarski

National Centre for Reseach and Development

4 Skorupki Str.

PL > 00-546 Warsaw

Tel. +48 515 061 534

Fax +4822 58 30 504

j.tokarski@ncbir.gov.pl

Portugal / Jorge Liz

ADI - Agencia de Inovacao S.A.

Campus do Lumiar, Edificio O, 1 Andar,

Estrada do Paco do Lumiar

PT > 1649 - 038 Lisboa

Tel. +351-21-423 2100

Fax +351-21-423-2101

pegadoliz@adi.pt

Romania / Ms. Antoaneta Popescu
Ministry of Education and Research
National Authority for Scientific Research

21-25 Mendeleev Street

RO > 010362 Bucharest 1

Tel. +40 21 316 92 75

Fax +40 21 318 30 65

apopescu@mct.ro

Russian Federation / Mr. Alexander Tkachev
Federal Agency of Science and Innovations of the 
Russian Federation / Department of Innovation 
Development and Infrastructure

11 Tverskaya str.

RU > 125009 Moscow

Tel. +7 495 629 6929

Fax +7 495 230 26 60

alexander.tkachev@gmail.com

Republic of San Marino / Ms Silvia Rossi

Ufficio di Stato Brevetti e Marchi

Via 28 Luglio, 196

SM > 47893 Borgo Maggiore

Tel. +378 549 883859

Fax +378 549 883856

silvia.rossi.ubm@pa.sm

Serbia / Ms. Snezana Omic

Ministry of Science

Nemanjina 22-26

CS > 11000 Belgrade

Tel. +381-11-3640-219

Fax +381-11-3616-591

snezana.omic@mntr.sr.gov.yu

Slovak Republic / Dr. Martin Kedro
SARC Centre for Advancement,Science and 
Technology

Stare Grunty 52

SK > 842 44 Bratislava

Tel. +421 2 572 04 559

Fax +421 2 572 04 599

kedro@sarc.sk

Slovenia / Petra Žagar

Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology

Kotnikova 38

SI > 1000   Ljubljana

Tel. +386 1 478 4756

Fax. +386 1 478 4719

petra.zagar@gov.si

Spain / Mr. Luis Gonzalez Souto
Centre for the Development of Industrial Technology 
(CDTI)

Cid, 4

ES > 28001 Madrid

Tel. +34 91 581 56 07

Fax +34 91 581 55 86

lgs@cdti.es

Sweden / Mr. Tomas Aronsson

VINNOVA 

Maester Samuelsgatan 56

SE > 101 58 Stockholm

Tel. +46 8 473 3118

Fax +46 8 473 3005

tomas.aronsson@vinnova.se

Switzerland / Mr Andreas Gut
Federal Office for Professional Education and 

Technology OPET

Effingerstrasse 27

CH > 3003 Berne

Tel. +41 31 322 11 07

Fax +41 31 322 21 15

andreas.gut@bbt.admin.ch

Turkey / Mr Huseyin Goren

TUBITAK-TEYDEB

Ataturk Bulvari 221, Kavaklidere

TR > 06100 Ankara

Tel. +90 312 467 1801

Fax +90 312 427 4305

huseyin.goren@tubitak.gov.tr

Ukraine / Dr. Petro Smertenko

UKRAINIAN EUREKA OFFICE

8 Boulevard Lepse

UA > 036 80 Kiev

Tel. +380 44 454 1156

Fax +380 44 488-3572

eureka@merydian.kiev.ua

United Kingdom / Mr. Pete Munday

TSB

B1, North Star House

North Star Avenue

GB > SN2 1FF Swindon

Tel. +44 1793 44 2750

pete.munday@tsb.gov.uk

European Commission / Ms Stientje Van Veldhoven
European Commission
DG Research

Square de Meeus 8

BE > 1049 Brussels

Tel. +32 2 299 9714

Fax +32 2 299 39 60

stientje.van-veldhoven@ec.europa.eu

National Information Point 
(NIP)

Albania / Ms. Alma Kopliku
Ministry of Education and Science
Directorate of the Scientific Research

Rruga e Durresit 23

AL > Tirana

Tel. +355-68-2299-565

Fax +355-4-225-874

akopliku@mash.Gov.al

Bulgaria / Ms. Daniela Tchonkova
Applied Research and Communications Fund  
(ARC Fund)

5 Alexander Zhendov

1113 Sofia

Bulgaria

Tel.: +359 2 973 3000

Fax: +359 2 973 3588

daniela.tchonkova@online.bg

F.Y.R. of Macedonia / Ms Julijana Balevska

Ministry of Education and Science

Ilindenska bb

1000 Skopje

F.Y.R. of Macedonia

Tel.: +389 2 3118 022 (ext 124)

Fax: +389 2 3118 570

jbalevska@mn.gov.mk

Associated country

Morocco / Mr. Hamid Bouabid
Ministere de l’Ens. Sup., Form. des Cadres et de la 
Rech. Scientifique

Direction de la Technologie

Rue Idriss Al akbar

P.O. Box B.P. 4500 Hassane

MA > Rabat
Tel. +212 37 202 412/408
Fax +212 37 703 220
h.bouabid@enssup.gov.ma
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