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LETTER OF COMMITMENT
This covenant concerning the assignment of fellowship is signed by ____________________________/ hereinafter referred to as the Fellow and ____________________________/ hereinafter referred to as the scientist in charge in Turkey. The Fellow and the scientist in charge in Turkey agree to accept the following conditions.

1. The fellow must start his/her research studies and use this fellowship within one year from the date of TÜBİTAK’s approval. The Fellow who does not start his/her research studies within one year from the date of TÜBİTAK’s approval relinquishes the fellowship and cannot claim any rights.
2. The fellow is required to submit semi-annual progress reports, signed by the fellow and the scientist in charge in Turkey. The continuation of the fellowship is fully dependent on the approval of the reports. The fellow has to submit a final report, signed by the fellow and the scientist in charge Turkey, to TÜBİTAK within one month after the end of the fellowship period.
3. The grant received from TÜBİTAK must be clearly acknowledged in all publications concerning the research conducted during the fellowship period.
4. If the fellow carries out research that requires ethical approval, he/she needs to describe in an ethics report how they propose to deal with the ethical issues. The fellow will be required to provide an official approval from the ethical board of the hosting institution. All research activities will be in compliance with fundamental ethical principles. If the hosting institution does not have its own ethics committee, the fellow is requested to obtain the approval of geographically the closest ethical committee. When no approval of the Local Ethics Committee is obtained, the fellow will not be funded. To follow-up ethical issues during the research implementation, TÜBİTAK reserves the right to ask the scientist in charge in Turkey and the fellow to provide information during periodic reporting.
5. In case official permission is required from relevant Turkish authorities in order to carry out the research, it is researcher's responsibility to obtain that official permission (further information about research projects that require official permission can be obtained from the programme coordinator).

6. The fellow is required to inform TÜBİTAK about any financial support that he/she receives from an institution in Turkey within 15 days from the received date of the support. If the fellow is supported financially by any institution in Turkey, amount of the stipend is reconsidered by BİDEB Steering Committee.
7. If the fellow leaves Turkey before the end of the fellowship period, the fellow and the scientist in charge in Turkey have to inform TÜBİTAK 15 days prior to the departure. No payment is made after the departure date. If any payments are made after the departure date, payback is required.
8. The Fellow has to pursue his/her research studies full-time in the hosting institution during the fellowship period. If the Fellow leaves Turkey for more than fifteen days during the fellowship period, he/she has to obtain TÜBİTAK’s approval before the departure.  Otherwise, the stipend is suspended during the period of absence. The fellow has the right to use annual leave not more than two weeks. 
I have read the Rules and Regulations for Research Fellowship Programme for International Researchers of 8 articles, of which one copy is given to me. I confirm that I fully comply with the regulations during my fellowship period.
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